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NOTES AND NEWS. 

The next meeting of the Society will be held at Mendelssohn 
Hall, No. 119 West Fortieth Street, on the 18th of March, at 8.30 
o'clock p.m. At this meeting M. Hugues Le Roux will describe 
(in French) the incidents of his Visit to the Emperor Menelik, of 
Abyssinia. 

On the 15th of April, Mr. Carl Lumholtz will address the Society 
on the Huichol Indians of Mexico. 



The Transactions and Proceedings of the Geographical 
Society of the Pacific, Vol. I., Series II., contains a paper by Prof. 
Davidson on the Tracks and Landfalls of Bering and Chirikof on 
the Northwest Coast of America, June-October, 1741. The paper 
is illustrated by a large chart, showing the course of the explorers 
as laid down by Prof. Davidson from his examination of the authori- 
ties. 

An idea of the labour involved may be gained by the different 
positions assigned to Bering's first anchorage under Kayak Island. 

Cook, in 1778, placed Beering's Bay, as he called it, at the present 
Yakutat Bay, 150 nautical miles to the eastward of the true position. 

In 1786 La Perouse fixed it at the mouth of the Allsegh' River, 
where there is no bay and no anchorage, and seven degrees, too far 
to the east. 

In 1787 Portlock and Dixon found Beering's Bay east of what is 
now Yakutat Bay. 

In 1792 the chart of the schooners Sutil and Mexicana places 
Bering's anchorage at the Allsegh' River. 

In 1794 Vancouver followed Cook in fixing Bering's Bay at 
Yakutat. 

A Spanish MS. in Prof. Davidson's hands describes an explora- 
tion of the northwest coast made in 1779 by the frigates Princesa 
and Favorita, and assigns its true position to Bering's anchorage at 
Kayak Island. 



The Physical Geography of the Texas Region, by Robert T. 
Hill, is the title of a Folio recently issued by the U. S. Geological 
Survey. 
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84 Notes and News. 

A map on a scale of 25 miles to an inch shows the county 
boundary lines and many of the towns, and includes parts of New 
Mexico, Indian Territory, and Oklahoma. 



The Topographic Survey of Ohio by the State, in co-operation 
with the U. S. Geological Survey, was begun in March, 1901. By 
the close of the season in November, 4,370 square miles had been 
mapped and over an additional area of 14,000 square miles points 
had been located by primary triangulation and traverse. The map 
of the State, when finished, will comprise 200 atlas sheets, each 
representing about 230 square miles, on a scale of about one mile 
to an inch. 



The State of Colorado is now engaged in the preliminary 
work of construction of a six-mile tunnel to carry the water of the 
Gunnison River to the arid lands of the Uncompahgre Valley. 

The exploration of the cafion of the Gunnison, 2,000 feet in 
depth, was successfully carried out by Mr. A. L. Fellows and one 
companion, who traversed the canon from end to end over falls and 
rapids, and at the cost of great hardship and danger emerged at last 
into the upper air, having lost, it seems, nothing but the companion's 
name. 



The U. S. Geological Survey has been asked to make an 
investigation into the causes of the decline in the level of the Great 
Salt Lake. 



Transcription of Chinese Geographical Names. — M. Charles 
Rabot notes, in La Gdographie, January 15, the adoption by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of an established form for the tran- 
scription of Chinese words and names in documents published under 
its authority. 

The tables, prepared by M. Vissiere, secretary and interpreter, 
and printed at Angers in 1901, give, according to the Peking pro- 
nunciation: 

1 — the names of the principal rivers and streams; 

2 — the administrative subdivisions of the provinces of Chili and 
Manchuria, comprising the sub-prefectures {kien); 

3 — all the first-class prefectures (fu), secondary (t'ing) and 
second-class prefectures {chu), which depend directly on each of 
the other provincial governments; 
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4 — a number of other important localities, such as the open ports ; 

5 — the names of persons taking part in contemporary affairs; 

6 — a list of syllables of the Peking Mandarin tongue. 
This official transcription will be followed henceforth by La 
GJographie, without raising the question whether M. Vissiere's 
method is good or bad. Experience shows that in this matter 
unanimity is not to be hoped for, and M. Rabot rightly concludes 
that, in order to remedy the existing confusion, it is well to follow 
an effort in the direction of order. 



